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SPREAD AND POSSIBILITY OF CHEMICAL CONTROL OF Reynoutria spp. IN URBAN
AREAS

Dragana Marisavljevi¢, Ana Andelkovié

Institute for plant protection and environment, Teodora Drajzera 9. 11000 Belgrade, Serbss
(marnsavljevicd@yahoo.com)

Reynoutria spp. was introduced to Serbia several decades ago as an ornamental garden plant
Regardless of its large presence, especially in Western Serbia, there is still no developed awareness
of its harmfulness. Mowing using trimmers and rakes is a widely used weed control measure &

urban areas. Due to ignorance of the biology of this species, this method of suppression caused s
gradual but unstoppable spreading. Application of herbicides as an effective control measure of
this species in urban areas was done through the trials in 2020 in the territory of the municipalis
of Cacak using herbicides glyphosate, triclopyr, and flazasulfuron and their combination. ,
results obtained show that it is best to start the treatment in the spring, when the plants are 10-15
cm tall, and when the treatments are repeated until the end of the season. Dry plants can b
removed after treatment and in this way the population can be partially controlled. The choice of
herbicide and the amount of application depends on the age of the population. Treating adult plamss
that have been in one place for several years (even decades) is very complicated, because the
underground mass is huge and the sprouting potential is very high. The treatment must b
continued on the same surface the following year, and even when it scems that the plant
destroyed, it is necessary to monitor the situation, because the rhizomes can remain dormant for &
long time, and then reactivate. Due to the complexity of biology and the suppression of Reynoutria.
it is recommended that the companies for the maintenance of urban greenery adopt specss
regulations and instructions for the method of suppression and control of the spread of this pla
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